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A Defining Moment Sermon Notes 

Passage:  1 Samuel 17:32-37 
Key Verse:  1 Samuel 17:37 
 
Definition of a Defining Moment:  A defining moment is an event that determines all subsequent 
(following) events or 2)time when the essential nature or character of a person or group is 
revealed or identified 
 

1. David’s First Defining Moment (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 
a. God looks at our heart, not our outward appearance 
b. We must remember that if God has chosen you for something, it doesn’t’ mean that 

you will immediately be called to that position or for that task 
a. Other passages about being chosen by God:  John 15:16, 1 Peter 2:9, & 

Matthew 20:16 
 

2. David’s Second Defining Moment (1 Samuel 17:25-37) 
a. We must remember who we serve.  
b. We can’t fight our battles in other people’s armor.  We have to use the weapons 

God has gifted us with. What stones are in your bag? 
c. Stones available to us 

i. Bible (Ephesians 6:17) 
ii. Prayer (Psalm 107:28-29) 

iii. Worship (2 Chronicles 20:21-22) 
iv. Our lives (Revelation 12:11) 
v. The cross (Colossians 2:14-15) 

d. Other passages about God’s ability to save:  Matthew 19:26, Hebrews 7:25 & 
Daniel 6:26-27 
 

3. David’s Third Defining Moment (1 Samuel 17:41-51) 
a. We must let the Lord fight our battles.  The battles are His not ours. 
b. David ran towards his giant 
c. Other passages about slaying your giants: Revelation 12:11, Zechariah 4:6-10, 

Romans 8:31-39.   
 

4. What giants are you facing today?  
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